Appendix B

Making use of the internet

Getting started

There is a large amount of very useful material on the internet, but the student might find the task of trying to locate it a daunting one.

The first step is to go to a search engine. These include www.google.com, www.lycos.co.uk, www.ask.co.uk, www.yahoo.com, and many more. Type in phrases such as balance of payments or transition economies and you will be given links to a number of useful sites.

PDF file format

PDF is a file format that allows entire publications to be compressed into very small downloadable files that can be read and printed in the ‘Adobe Acrobat Reader’ program available at www.adobe.com. When looking on the internet for economics-related information, much of what you will find is in this file format, especially statistical publications and working papers.

Some useful sites

This range of sites is small in relation to the huge number that are available. Here are the sites which are most useful, along with a comment on their contents.

www.wto.org – The World Trade Organisation website is an important location for information on international trade agreements and the WTO agenda.

www.imf.org – The International Monetary Fund website is one of the most useful, with important economic data. It also gives access to the IMF Staff Papers in PDF format, which are the working papers most frequently cited in this book.

www.worldbank.org – The World Bank site provides news and views as well as a selection of working papers and research conducted by their acclaimed economists.

www.un.org – The United Nations site provides development indicators and other material (see particularly the United Nations Development Programme site).

www.oecd.org – The OECD site provides economic data on OECD countries, along with a very wide range of materials on topics which range from agriculture to money laundering and biotechnology.

www.ecb.de – The European Central Bank site provides European Union statistics, and keeps us informed about interest rates in the euroarea, the value of the euro, and EU balance of payments figures.

www.statistics.gov.uk – This site is not specifically related to economics but has many statistics about the UK economy, particularly public sector spending and UK balance of payments figures.

econpapers.hhs.se – A selection of online economic journals and working papers. Some articles and journals are free to download, some are available on subscription or free only in developing or transition economies. The site has a search facility, or there is the option of browsing through the available publications.

www.economy.com/freelunch – Free access to over 900 000 economic and financial data series.

www.sosig.ac.uk/eurostudies – Free searchable and browsable database of European Studies resources.

Finding economic information and data on the internet need not be difficult. Most of the information is free and available for use. There is also the option of subscribing to online electronic journals, which are also available online in university libraries. The internet is most useful as a source of information on all aspects of the world economy, so make use of it!
