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RECOMMENDED WEB SITES AND HOTLINKS FOR READERS AND INSTRUCTORS

International organisations

The best and most extensive and free sites for economic information and commentary are IMF, the World Bank, UNDP and the WTO.  The OECD site is also worth consulting but sadly – especially for an international organisation – tends to demand subscriptions just as it is getting interesting.  I list below some other sites that I have found useful.

World Bank  World Bank statistics  World Bank 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) United Nations Development Programme
World Trade Organisation (WTO) World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

UNICE (European employers organisation) UNICE
Food and Agricultural Organisation Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
International Labour Organisation (ILO) International Labour Organisation (ILO)
OPEC OPEC
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 

Jubilee Research Jubilee Research
Oxfam Oxfam 

Christian Aid (reports on development issues) Christian Aid (reports on development issues) 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)  
EURODAD - European Network on Debt and Development EURODAD - European Network on Debt and Development
NAFTA NAFTA
ASEAN ASEAN
APEC APEC
European Union

The sites maintained by the European Commission are highly informative and are provided free of charge; the Economic and Financial Affairs Directorate provides European economy data, an invaluable source.  The ECB site contains up to date commentary and detailed studies.  Business readers will also be interested in the site of the European Commission’s Directorate of Competition for details of competition cases pending and statements of policy.  Anyone wanting to buy a car should consult this site for revealing data on comparative car prices in different member states!

Economic and Financial Affairs: (EC DG) Economic and Financial Affairs: (EC DG) 

European Central Bank European Central Bank
Competition: (EC DG) Competition: (EC DG)
EU official Web site EU official Web site 

 Eurostat Eurostat
 Employment and Social Affairs (EC DG) Employment and Social Affairs (EC DG)
 Site for information on the euro and EMU Site for information on the euro and EMU
 Enterprise: (EC DG) Enterprise: (EC DG)
Agriculture: (EC DG) Agriculture: (EC DG)
 Energy and Transport: (EC DG) Energy and Transport: (EC DG)
 Environment: (EC DG) Environment: (EC DG)
 Regional Policy: (EC DG) Regional Policy: (EC DG)
 Taxation and Customs Union: (EC DG) Taxation and Customs Union: (EC DG)
 Education and training: (EC DG) Education and training: (EC DG)
 European Commission European Commission
 European Parliament European Parliament
 European Council European Council 
UK Government and Official Organisations

Government departments' websites have become an increasingly useful source of information and data on current legislation and policy initiatives and related matters.  Most countries provide the information in English as well as the national language.  The list below for the UK government site gives a flavour of what is available.  I include also the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) site,  which gives an insight into the concerns and policy programmes of the business sector.  

Gateway site (UK Online) Gateway site (UK Online) 

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 
Confederation of British Industry (CBI) CBI
Bank of England Bank of England 

National Institute of Economic and Social Research National Institute of Economic and Social Research 

Central Office of Information Central Office of Information (see also) (see also) Competition Commission Competition Commission
  Department for Education and Skills Department for Education and Skills
  Department for International Development Department for International Development
  Department for Transport Department for Transport
  Department of Health Department of Health
  Department for Work and Pensions Department for Work and Pensions
  Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
  Environment Agency Environment Agency
  UK euro information site UK euro information site
  Low Pay Commission Low Pay Commission
  Office of Communications (Ofcom) Office of Communications (Ofcom)
  Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem) Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem)
  Official Documents OnLine Official Documents OnLine
  Office of Fair Trading (OFT) Office of Fair trading (OFT)
  Office of the Rail Regulator (ORR) Office of the Rail Regulator (ORR)
  The Takeover Panel The Takeover Panel
  Oftel Oftel
  OFWAT OFWAT
  National statistics (NS) National statistics (NS)
  National Statistics Time Series Data National Statistics Time Series Data 
  Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) Strategic Rail Authority (SRA)
  Patent Office Patent Office 

Parliament website Parliament website 

Scottish Executive Scottish Executive 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency Scottish Environment Protection Agency Treasury Treasury 

Equal Opportunities Commission Equal Opportunities Commission 

Trades Union Congress (TUC) Trades Union Congress (TUC) 

Adam Smith Institute Adam Smith Institute 

Royal Institute of International Affairs Royal Institute of International Affairs Institute for Fiscal Studies Institute for Fiscal Studies 

Monetary and Financial Information

There are many websites for finding information on financial matters. Most central banks now have their own websites, with reliable data and (characteristically discreet) commentary.  Below is a sample of what is available. 

European Central Bank European Central Bank 
Bank of England Bank of England
Bank of England Monetary and Financial Statistics Bank of England Monetary and Financial Statistics 

Banque de France Banque de France 

Bundesbank (German central bank) Bundesbank (German central bank) 
Central Bank of Ireland Central Bank of Ireland 

Eurostat Eurostat 
US Federal Reserve Bank US Federal Reserve Bank 

Netherlands Central Bank Netherlands Central Bank 

Bank of Japan Bank of Japan 

Reserve Bank of Australia Reserve Bank of Australia 

Monetary Authority of Singapore Monetary Authority of Singapore 

National Bank of Canada Bank of Canada 
National Bank of Denmark (English) National Bank of Denmark (English) 

Reserve Bank of India Reserve Bank of India 

People’s Bank of China The people's bank of China
Links to central bank websites from the Bank for International Settlements Links to central bank websites from the Bank for International Settlements 

The London Stock Exchange The London Stock Exchange 
General Sources 

The websites below contain material on current news issues and news archives. Most archives are available free of charge. Google News Search is a good general source.  The BBC is one of the world’s best sources of news in terms of independent and objective reporting; it is free of the nationalistic, and jingoistic, bias that regrettably characterises other well-known and widely referenced sites.

BBC news BBC news 

Google News Search Google News Search
The Economist The Economist 

The Financial Times The Financial Times 

The Guardian  The Guardian 
The Independent The Independent 

ITN ITN 

The Observer  The Observer 
The Telegraph The Telegraph 

The Times, Sunday Times The Times, Sunday Times 
The New York Times The New York Times 

Fortune  Fortune 
Time Magazine Time Magazine 
The Washington Post The Washington Post 

Moscow Times (English) Moscow Times (English) 

St Petersburg Times (English) St Petersburg Times (English) 

Straits Times Straits Times 

New Straits Times New Straits Times 

The Scotsman The Scotsman 
The Herald The Herald 
Euromoney Euromoney 
Money World Money World 

Market News International Market News International 

BusinessWeek online BusinessWeek online 
CNN Financial Net CNN Financial Net 
Wall Street Journal Wall Street Journal 

Asia related news Asia related news 

allAfrica.com allAfrica.com 
RFE/RL NewsLine RFE/RL NewsLine 
The Australian The Australian 
Sydney Morning Herald Sydney Morning Herald 

Japan Times Japan Times 

Reuters Reuters 

Bloomberg Bloomberg 
Newspapers on World Wide Web Newspapers on World Wide Web 
Economics in the News from Gametheory.net Economics in the News from Gametheory.net 
Guardian World News Guide Guardian World News Guide 

Sources of economic and business data 

Using web sites to find up-to-date data is of immense value to the economist. 

The following sources offer a range of specialist and non-specialist information.  The Treasury Pocket Data Bank contains key UK and world statistics, and is updated monthly. It downloads as an Excel file.

Treasury Pocket Data Bank (source of UK and world economic data) Treasury Pocket Data Bank (source of UK and world economic data)
Resources for economists on the Internet Internet resources for economists
Economics LTSN gateway to economic data Economics LTSN gateway to economic data 

Biz/ed Gateway to economic and company data Biz/ed Gateway to economic and company data
National Statistics National Statistics 

Econ Links Econ Links 

Economic Resources (About) Economic Resources (About) 

Nationwide House Prices Site Nationwide House Prices Site 

House Web (data on housing market) House Web (data on housing market) 

Incomes Data Services Incomes Data Services 

Land Registry (house prices, etc) Land Registry (house prices, etc) 

Manchester Information and Associated Services (MIMAS) Manchester Information and Associated Services (MIMAS) 

Global Financial Data Global Financial Data 
PACIFIC International trade and business reference page PACIFIC International trade and business reference page
Economagic Economagic 
Groningen Growth and Development Centre Groningen Growth and Development Centre 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation Joseph Rowntree Foundation 

Social Science Information Gateway (SOSIG) Social Science Information Gateway (SOSIG) 

OECD Statistics OECD Statistics 
CIA world statistics site CIA world statistics site 

UN Millennium Country Profiles United Nations Statistics Division - Millennium Indicators Dev
World Bank statistics World Bank statistics 
Japan Economic Foundation Japan Economic Foundation 
Ministry of International Trade and Industry (Japan) Ministry of International Trade and Industry (Japan) 

Nomura Research Institute (Japan) Nomura Research Institute (Japan) 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore: Statistical Data Locators Nanyang Technological University, Singapore: Statistical Data Locators 

Oanda Currency Converter Oanda Currency Converter 
World Economic Outlook Database (IMF) World Economic Outlook Database (IMF) 

Economist Country Briefings Economist Country Briefings 

OFFSTATS links to data sets OFFSTATS links to data sets
Sites for students and teachers of economics 

The following Web sites offer useful ideas and resources to those who are 

studying or teaching economics. The Internet  Economist provides a helpful tutorial for economics students on using the Internet.  For the sake of completion, I include a site of jokes about economics and economists.  Attempts at being funny are now a feature of many transatlantic economic texts; I hope you find something to cause you to laugh. I find them rather sad.

The Internet Economist (tutorial on using the Web) Internet Economist > WELCOME
Resources For Economists on the Internet (RFE) Internet resources for economists
Economics Subject Centre of the UK, Learning and Teaching Support Network 

  (LTSN) Economics Subject Centre of the UK, Learning and Teaching Support Network (LTSN) 
Biz/ed Biz/ed
Ecedweb Ecedweb 

Econ Links: student resources Econ Links: student resources 

Economics and Business Education Association Economics and Business Education Association
Tutor2U Tutor2U 
Economics America Economics America 

Oxford School of Learning Oxford School of Learning 

Teaching resources for economists Teaching resources for economists 

Resources for University Teachers of Economics (University of Melbourne) Resources for University Teachers of Economics (University of Melbourne) 
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco: Economics Education Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco: Economics Education 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Economic Education Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Economic Education 
WebEc resources WebEc resources 

BibEc papers BibEc papers 

Online Opinion (Economics) Online Opinion (Economics) 

The Idea Channel The Idea Channel 

History of Economic Thought History of Economic Thought 

Resources For Economists on the Internet (RFE)Resources For Economists on the Internet (RFE) 

Classroom Expernomics Classroom Expernomics 
VCE Economics (Economics teaching resources - Australian) VCE Economics (Economics teaching resources - Australian) 

Paul Krugman Website Paul Krugman Website 
JokEc: economics jokes JokEc: economics jokes! 

.   

Economics search and link sites

The websites below might be useful for those seeking more recondite information.

Gateway for UK official sites Gateway for UK official sites 

Alta Plana Alta Plana 
Data Archive Search Data Archive Search 

Inomics (search engine for economics information)Inomics (search engine for economics information) 

International Digital Electronic Access Library International Digital Electronic Access Library 

Links to economics resources sites Links to economics resources sites 

Social Science Information Gateway (SOSIG) Social Science Information Gateway (SOSIG) 

WebEc WebEc 

One World (link to economic development sites)One World (link to economic development sites) 

Economic development sites (list) Economic development sites (list) 

Yahoo's links to economic data Yahoo's links to economic data 

UniGuide academic guide to the Internet (Economics) UniGuide academic guide to the Internet (Economics) 
Internet Resources for Economists Internet Resources for Economists 

Google Web Directory: Economics Google Web Directory: Economics 

Resources for Economists on the Internet Resources for Economists on the Internet 

